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Gender. You might already have read “Cat Person”, a story 
by Kristen Roupenian for The New Yorker that went viral last 
month. It’s a story that deals with a bad date, and with how 
difficult or frightening sexual interaction can be for women. Its 
publication came at a timely moment after the sexual 
misconduct allegations of 2017, but “Cat Person” divided 
audiences, often along gendered lines. British GQ lays 
out some of the issues from a male perspective, while The 
Atlantic offers an explanation of why it resonated with so 
many women. 
- The New Yorker 
  
The year ahead. The Atlantic has made a list of eight 
predictions for where tech will take us in 2018; be aware that 
most of it isn’t particularly encouraging. On a similar 
note, The New York Times argues that the “butterfly effect”, 
where small events can have global implications, is more 
likely than ever before, telling us that “you’re fooling yourself if 
you think 2018 is going to be any different, sanity- or anxiety-
wise, from the rollercoaster of the year just concluded.” The 
Financial Times has also offered its forecast for 2018, and it 
has a track record for accuracy that makes it worth noting. 
For a look back over 2017, try the New Yorker’s words of the 
year, which looks at the significance of terms such as 
“youthquake” and “feminism”. 
-The Atlantic | The New York Times | The New Yorker 
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2017 in review. As 2018 begins, take a look back over the 
highs and lows of the art world over the past year. For a start, 
it was a year of record-breaking auction results, including that 
$450M Leonardo. In other news,  a number of mid-sized 
galleries have closed this year, and several prominent art 
world figures - including Art Forum editor Knight Landesman - 
have been accused of sexual misconduct. More 
encouragingly, Maria Balshaw became the first woman to 
lead Tate, and Lubaina Himid became the first woman of 
colour and the oldest artist ever to win the Turner Prize. 
- Artsy | The Guardian 
  
Art market. Next week sees the release of FT columnist and 
Art Newspaper editor Georgina Adam’s new book, Dark Side 
of the Boom: The Excesses of the Art Market in the 21st 
Century. In an extract published by ArtNet News, Adam 
travels from Shanghai to Los Angeles, visiting the studios of 
artists who work with teams of assistants to produce work on 
a huge scale and exploring the effects of supply and demand 
on the art market. 
- ArtNet News 
  
Essay. Claire Dederer's essay for The Paris Review was one 
of the best essays of 2017, according to Longreads. It asks a 
difficult question without an easy answer: what do we do with 
the art of monstrous men? The essay is a nuanced 
examination of whether women can continue to enjoy the art 
of men - from Picasso to Roman Polanski and Woody Allen - 
who have been accused of something morally unacceptable. 
- Claire Dederer 
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