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Politics. Donald Trump thinks he has invented the term “fake 
news”. Although this is ironically not true, he has certainly 
helped to make it one of the most over-used phrases of 2017. 
In fact, the term has been applied to so many situations that it 
has become almost meaningless. This article from the New 
Yorker, however, helps to untangle the issue, and argues in the 
process that Trump’s obsession with “fake news” has actually 
strengthened the very media he so often attacks. The topics of 
fake news and post-truth politics were also discussed recently 
in an interesting podcast from Soho House Stories by ex-
Wikileaks hacker James Ball. 
- The New Yorker 
  
History. Many people have probably never spared a thought for 
the humble index card. This article attempts to change this, 
arguing that the index card is a product of the Enlightenment, 
first used by Carl Linnaeus, the Swedish botanist, physician, 
and the father of modern taxonomy. But, the article suggests, 
“like all information systems, the index card had unexpected 
political implications, too: It helped set the stage for 
categorizing people, and for the prejudice and violence that 
comes along with such classification.” 
- The Atlantic 
  
Art market. In 1973, the Whitney Museum used its curatorial 
reputation to help bolster the commercial careers of artists 
including Jasper Johns, Robert Rauschenberg and Frank 
Stella. It’s probably not a move that would be made by an 
institution today, but the introduction of the Whitney Biennial 
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created a landslide movement in the contemporary art market. 
Artsy takes a look at what this turning point has to teach us. 
- Artsy 
  
Art fairs. Visiting a large fair like Art Basel Miami Beach can be 
a daunting (and exhausting) experience. In this article 
from ArtNet News, five collectors share their secrets for 
negotiating with dealers, staying hydrated and building 
relationships with galleries. 
- ArtNet News 
  
Essay. To end on a festive note, here’s an extract from the 
ending of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. Scrooge has 
been visited by the ghost of his old business partner, Jacob 
Marley, as well as the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and 
Yet-To-Come. He emerges a better man, full of Christmas 
spirit, but unsure if he has missed the festivities: 
"What’s today, my fine fellow?", said Scrooge.  
"Today!", replied the boy. "Why, Christmas day." 
 - Charles Dickens 
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